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B.Com II SEM  

Sonnet 130 

William Shakespeare  

Introduction: William Shakespeare (1564-1616) has been 

regarded as one of the greatest dramatists and poets of English 

language. He is the author of 38 plays which include Macbeth, 

Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Romeo and Juliet and other plays. 

He has also written 154 sonnets, which are considered to be 

some of the most beautiful poems in the language. 

Sonnet: a poem normally of fourteen lines in any of several 

fixed verse and rhyme schemes, typically in rhymed iambic 

pentameter.  Sonnet usually expresses a single idea. 

Two sonnet forms provide the models from which all 

other sonnets are formed: the Petrarchan and the Shakespearean. 

Sonnet 130 is a parody of the conventional love sonnets of 

Shakespeare’s time which romanticized love and beauty. It was 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/normally
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fourteen


SONNET 130 

 

VENUGOPALA B.N Page 2 

 

usual to praise the beauty of the object of one’s affections with 

comparisons to beautiful things found in nature and heaven, 

such as the stars in the night sky, the golden light of the rising 

sun or red roses. In sonnet 130, Shakespeare tries to satirize the 

hyperbole of the allusions used by his contemporaries. He 

compares his mistress to a number of natural beauties, pointing 

out his mistress’ noticeable insufficiency in each comparison. 

Every comparison ends unflatteringly for the mistress; it is 

actually quite the opposite. The realistic portrayal of his mistress 

is meant to be a compliment, and Shakespeare ends the Sonnet 

by proclaiming his love for his mistress despite her lack of 

adornment.  

 

Summary  

The narrator here says that the eyes of his mistress are certainly 

not bright like the sunlight; her lips are certainly not as red as 

coral is. Snow is white, but the breasts of his mistress are dark to 

look at. The hair on a woman’s head is comparable to golden 
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wires: but the hair growing on his mistress’s head are black. The 

poet has also seen roses which are red, white and pink in color. 

But no such color is seen on her cheeks. There are perfumes 

which give more pleasure than does the breath which comes out 

of his mistress’s mouth. He prefers to listen to his mistress’s 

voice; and yet he knows it well that the music being played by 

someone on a musical instrument affords much greater pleasure 

to a listener than the voice of his mistress affords to him. He also 

admits that he has never seen a goddess walking; but he knows 

that his mistress while walking walks only on the earth below. 

She does not walk on the waves of air in the atmosphere or in 

the sky. The narrator also says that he swears by heaven that he 

believes his mistress to be as rare a woman as any on whom 

lavish praise has been bestowed to depict her as the most 

beautiful one in the world. He thinks his beloved to be a most 

beautiful woman; but the praise, which he is giving her would 

appear to be false to other people and his attribution of 

exceptional beauty to her simply falsifies the ideas of beauty 

which other people hold.  
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The sonnet is a satire not on the dark mistress, but on the 

conventional, stereotyped descriptions of, and eulogies on the 

beloved in the Elizabethan sonnet. The poet praises his beloved, 

but each item in that praise is preceded by a negative. Her eyes 

are not bright like the sun, her lips are not red like the coral, her 

breasts are not white like snow, her cheeks do not have the red 

and white of a rose, and her breath reeks is not sweet scented. 

Black wires grow on her head, and her voice is not at all 

musical. In short, she is not a goddess walking on the earth but 

an ordinary woman. Yes the poet considers her a rare a woman 

as any who has ever been falsely admired by poets. 

------ 


